MW5:  2:50-4:10

East Asian Writing & Literacy (214:310) Sprmg 2010

Instructor: Prof. Young-mee Yu Cho (yucho@rci.rutgers.edu)
Office Hours: Mon, Wed. 11-12 & by appomtment

Office: Scott Hall 339 (932-5603)

Course Objectives:

This course provides an overview of Chinese, Korean and Japanese languages, and their respecnve
writing systems, emphasizing their linguistic properties, history, and mental processing. In
addition to the history of these writing systems and the development of literacy, psychological and
neurological aspects of writing, education and attempts at reform will be discussed.

Textbook:

Taylor, Insup and M. Martin Taylor. (1995) Writing and literacy in Chinese, Korean and Japanese.

Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Readings on e-reserve at Alexander Library

Moen Wed. 1/20
Chapter 1 (Fromkin and Rodman)

1/25 @
Chapter 1 & 7 (F&R) Bapter 12 (F&R)
2/1 2/3
Chapter 12 (F&R) Chapter 12 (F&R)
2/8 2/10
Chapter 1 (Taylor and Taylor) Chapter 1 (T&T)
2/15 2/17
Chapter2)11, 17 Midterm 1
2122 T 2/24
Guest lecture Chapters 2, 11, 17
31 33
Midterm 1 Chapters 3,4, 5
3/8 3/10 -
Chapters 3,4, 5 Individual Meetings
3/22 3124
Chapters 3,4, 5 Chapters 12, 13
3/29 3/31
Chapters 12, 13 Chapters 12, 13
4/5 477
Chapters 18, 19 Chapters 18, 19
4/12 4/14
Chapter 10, 16,23-24 Midterm 2
4/19 4/21
Paper presentations Paper presentations
4/26 4/28
Paper presentations Paper presentations
5/3
Presentations
Evaluation:

Quizzes: 10%  Two midterms: 40 % Oral presentation and Final Paper (5 pages): 30 %

Homework: 10 % Attendance and Class Participation: 10%
Class Policy:

1. No make-up (or late homework) will be permitted. 2. With 5 absences you W1]l fail the course.




Course Schedule

Weeks 1-3 Introduction: the relationship between language and writing

Fromkin and Rodman (1998) 4n Introduction to Language:
Chapter 1 (What is language?)
Chapter 7 (Phonology: The Sound Patterns of Language)
Chapter 12 (Writing: The ABCs of Language)

Week 4: Development of Writing Systems in East Asia
Taylor and Taylor (1995): Chapter 1 (Introduction)

Weeks 5 & 6: Characteristics of Chinese, Korean and Japanese

Taylor and Taylor (1995): Chapter 2 (Spoken Chinese)/ Chapter 11 (Korean Language)
Chapter 17 (Japanese Language)

Facts About the World’s Languages. (2001) Eds. J. Garry and C. Rubino.

Week 7: Midterm 1

Weeks 7-9 : Chinese Writing System
Taylor and Taylor {1995): Chapter 3 (Chinese Characters: Hanzi)
Chapter 4 (Meaning Representation in Characters)
Chapter 5 (Sound Representation by Characters)
NHK Production on Chinese Civilization
Hero (2002) Zhang Yimou

Weeks 9-10: Korean Writing System

Taylor and Taylor (1995): Chapter 12 (Hanja: Chmese Characters)
Chapter 13 (Hangul: Alphabetic Syllabary)

MBC documentary on Hangeul.

Weeks 11-12: Japanese Writing System
Taylor and Taylor (1995): Chapter 18 (Kanji: Chinese Characters)

Chapter 19 (Kana: Japanese Syllabary)
Japanese History and Literature (VHS). Asian History and Literature from Columbia University PmJect on
Asia in the Core Curriculum of Schools and Colleges. 45 mins. [The classical period (18 mins) & The
Heian Court] :

Week 13: Education and Literacy
Taylor and Taylor (1995): Chapter 10 (History of Education and Literacy in China)
Chapter 16 (History of Education and Literacy in Korea)
Chapters 23-24 (The Japanese Education System/ History of Mass Literacy in Japan)
Week 12: Midterm 2

Weeks 13-15: Oral presentations
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