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GEA 2014 Syllabus 
Course 
01:098:250 “Global East Asia” Signature Course 
Rutgers University, Spring 2014 
Lecture: Mon/Thu2 (9:50-11:10) Scott Hall Rm. 135, CAC 
Recitation Sections 01-18: Wed (time and place varies; see below under TAs) 
 
Instructor 
Professor Paul Schalow schalow@rci.rutgers.edu  
Office hours: Scott Hall Rm. 325, Mon/Thu 1:00-2:00 PM, or by app’t 
 
Teaching Assistants  
Office hours: Scott Hall CAC Rm. 332, Mon. 12:00-2:00 pm 
Zhe Li selinalee2006@gmail.com  

Recitation section 01 (W 9:50-11:10) SC-102 
Recitation section 07 (W 11:30-12:50) SC-207 
Recitation section 13 (W 2:50-4:10) SC-119 

Qingfeng Nie nieh013@gmail.com 
Recitation section 02 (W 9:50-11:10) SC-216 
Recitation section 08 (W 11:30-12:50) SC-214 
Recitation section 14 (W 2:50-4:10) SC-219 

Jing Ning jingning@rci.rutgers.edu  
Recitation section 03 (W 9:50-11:10) SC-114 
Recitation section 09 (W 11:30-12:50) SC-120 
Recitation section 15 (W 2:50-4:10) SC-114 

Bo Peng bopeng@eden.rutgers.edu  
Recitation section 04 (W 9:50-11:10) SC-203 
Recitation section 10 (W 11:30-12:50) FH-B4 
Recitation section 16 (W 2:50-4:10) MU-113 

Lina Qu qulinaneverland@gmail.com 
Recitation section 05 (W 9:50-11:10) SC-214 
Recitation section 11 (W 11:30-12:50) FH-A1 
Recitation section 17 (W 2:50-4:10) CA-A1 

Qun Wang qun.wang26@rutgers.edu 
Recitation section 06 (W 9:50-11:10) SC-121 
Recitation section 12 (W 11:30-12:50) HH-B4 
Recitation section 18 (W 2:50-4:10) FH-B5 

 
Course Description 

• “Global East Asia” is a Rutgers School of Arts and Sciences Signature Course 
designed to introduce students to 21st-century East Asia in the era of globalization, 
focusing on the dynamic inter-relationships among China, Korea, Japan and 
neighboring nations.  

• The course will focus on critical analysis of historical, economic, political, 
cultural, ecological, and ideological dimensions of globalization in East Asia in 
the 21st century.  
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• Successful completion of the course fulfills the SAS Core Curriculum Learning 
Goals: 21C (21st Century Challenges), HST (Historical Analysis), and SCL 
(Social Analysis). 

• Departmental Learning Goals met by this course for the Program in Asian Studies 
are: “Majors will be able to analyze issues concerning East Asia and relate them 
to other areas in the humanities and social sciences following an interdisciplinary 
approach.” 

 
Requirements 

• You will be evaluated on the basis of six 1½ -2 page, double spaced discussion 
sheets (10% each, total 60%), a final 4-5 page research paper (20%), and twenty 
in-class participation opportunities (1% each, 20% total). 

• You will be assigned to read chapters from Manfred Steger’s 2013 revised 3rd 
edition of Globalization (see below), which is the only required text for the course. 
You will also be assigned to read articles from The Asia-Pacific Journal website 
(japanfocus.org). Some assigned readings will be posted as PDFs on the course 
Sakai site. To succeed in the course, you must do all of these assignments. 

• You are responsible to bring an i>clicker to every lecture and register it in your 
name on the course Sakai site. I>clickers will be used to calculate participation 
points during Mon & Thu lectures; they will NOT be used in Wed recitation 
sections. Models i>clicker, i>clicker+ or i>clicker2 will work. We recommend 
i>clicker2 because it has a readout screen so you can confirm your answer.  

• I>clickers can be purchased new ($40/$49.30) or rented ($26/$32.05) at Rutgers 
Bookstore-Barnes & Noble. We do not recommend renting, because if you fail to 
return the i>clicker at the end of the semester you may be charged an exorbitant 
replacement fee. Rutgers Bookstore buys back used i-clickers for half the 
purchase price at the end of the semester. 

• If a fellow student asks you to use their i>clicker when they are absent from class, 
you should refuse. We consider that to be cheating and a violation of the Rutgers 
Academic Integrity Policy.  If you are caught with a i>clicker other than your 
own or have votes in a class that you did not attend, you will forfeit all clicker 
points and may face additional disciplinary action. To review the current policy, 
see http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/  

• Note: Please abide by our rule in “Global East Asia” that ALL electronic devices, 
including laptops and phones, must be turned off during lecture and recitation. 

 
Required Texts 

• Manfred B. Steger, Globalization: A Very Short Introduction. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2013 [3rd edition]. ISBN 978-0-19-966266-1. Available at 
Rutgers Bookstore & Jersey Books for $11.95. Also available as e-book in 
formats. Be sure to purchase the newly updated 3rd edition; earlier editions 
are different and cannot be used to complete the assigned readings. 

• The Asia-Pacific Journal (japanfocus.org) is a free, open-access, peer-reviewed 
academic journal founded in 2004 as Japan Focus. Students enrolled in “Global 
East Asia” are encouraged to make a voluntary contribution online to help support 
the costs of maintaining free access to The Asia-Pacific Journal. 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/�
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LECTURE, READING, AND RECITATION SCHEDULE 
 
[22 Jan.] NO Wed. recitation section.  
 
23 Jan. Thurs. opening lecture: Conceptualizing the East Asian region. 
 NO Reading. 
 
Chapter 1: What role do sports spectacles play in globalization? 
 
27 Jan.  Mon. lecture: Is globalization the same as Americanization? 

Reading: Manfred B. Steger, Globalization: A Very Short Introduction, 
chap. 1 “Globalization: a contested concept,” pp. 1-16. 

 
[29 Jan.] NO Wed. recitation section.  
 
30 Jan. Thurs. lecture: Olympic Games in East Asian context 

Reading: Susan Brownell, “The Beijing Olympics as a Turning Point? 
China’s First Olympics in East Asian Perspective,” japanfocus.org #3166 
(2009) 13 pp. 

 
3 Feb. Mon. lecture: North Korean Mass Games in East Asian context 

Reading: Rüdiger Frank, “The Arirang Mass Games of North Korea,” 
japanfocus.org #4048 (2013); also available in PDF. 
 

5 Feb. Wed. recitation section on Chap. 1. Discussion sheet due: What role do 
sports spectacles play in globalization? Steger, Chap. 1 “Globalization: 
a contested concept,” Brownell, “The Beijing Olympics as a Turning 
point?” & Frank, “The Arirang Mass Games of North Korea.” 

 
Chapter 2: How long has globalization been around? 
 
6 Feb. Thurs. lecture: China’s Ming Dynasty ocean travel and the origins of 

European domination of the seas in the 15th century. 
Reading: Frank Viviano, “China’s Great Armada: Admiral Zheng He.” 
(National Geographic Magazine, July, 2005) PDF 

 
10 Feb. Mon. lecture: Big globalization, small globalization. 

Reading: Manfred B. Steger, Globalization: A Very Short Introduction, 
chap. 2 “Globalization and history: is globalization a new phenomenon?” 
pp. 17-36. 

 
[12 Feb.] NO Wed. recitation 
 
13 Feb.  Thurs. lecture: Guest speaker, ethnomusicologist Prof. Keith Howard, 

SOAS, University of London, UK. 



-4- 

 Reading: “East Asian music as intangible cultural heritage,” pp. in 
Howard, Keith, ed. (2012) Music as Intangible Cultural Heritage: Policy, 
Ideology and Practice in the Preservation of East Asian Traditions. (PDF) 

 
17 Feb. Mon. lecture: Global exchange of culinary culture 

Reading: Sidney W. Mintz, “Asia’s Contributions to World Cuisine,” 
japanfocus.org #3135. (2009) 9 pp. 

 
 19 Feb. Wed. recitation section on Chap. 2. Discussion sheet due: “How long has 

globalization been around?” Steger, chap. 2 “Globalization and history,” 
Mintz, “Asia’s Contributions to World Cuisine,” & Howard, “East Asian 
music as intangible cultural heritage.” 

 
Chapter 3: Who wins, who loses in the Global Economic Order? 
 
20 Feb. Thurs. lecture: Korea divided 
 Film clip: “Joint Security Treaty” dir. Park Chan-wook (2000) 
 
24 Feb. Mon. lecture: Economy and globalization 

Reading: Steger, Globalization, chap. 3 “The economic dimension of 
globalization,” pp. 37-59. 

 
[26 Feb.]  NO Wed. recitation section. 
 
27 Feb. Thurs. lecture: China-Japan-Korea-US economic codependence. 

Reading: Mark Selden, “Economic nationalism and regionalism in 
contemporary East Asia,” japanfocus.org #3848. (2012) 13 pp. 
 

3 Mar. Mon. lecture: China’s workforce in the global economy. 
 Reading: Jenny Chan, Ngai Pun, and Mark Selden “The politics of global 

production: Apple, Foxconn and China’s new working class.” 
japanfocus.org #3981 (2013) 13 pp. 

 
5 Mar. Wed. recitation section on Chap. 3. Discussion sheet due: “Who wins, 

who loses in the Global Economic Order?” Steger chap. 3 “The 
economic dimension of globalization,” Selden, “Economic nationalism 
and regionalism,” and Chan, et al, “The politics of global production.”  

 
Chapter 4: What divides, what unites East Asia? 
 
6 Mar. Thurs. lecture: Politics and globalization. 
 Reading: Steger, Globalization, chap. 4 “The political dimension of 

globalization,” pp. 60-73. 
 
10 Mar. Mon. lecture: East Asian regional politics and national grievance. 
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Reading: Xiaohua Ma “Constructing a National Memory of War,” pp. 
155-200, in Marc Gallicchio, ed. Unpredictability of the Past. PDF 

 
[12 Mar.] NO Wed. recitation section.  
 
13 Mar. Thurs. lecture: cancelled 
 
15-23 Mar. Spring Break 

 
24 Mar. Mon. lecture: regional security and a divided Korea 

Reading: Michael McDevitt, “The post-Korean unification security 
landscape and U.S. security policy in Northeast Asia,” pp. 251-296, in 
Eberstadt & Ellings, eds. Korea’s Future and the Great Powers. PDF 

 
26 Mar. Wed. recitation section on Chap. 4. Discussion sheet due: “What divides, 

what unites East Asia?” Steger, chap. 4 “The political dimension of 
globalization,” Ma, “Constructing a National Memory of War,” & 
McDevitt, “The Post-Korean Unification Security Landscape.”  

  
Chapter 5: Is globalization making us all alike? 
 
27 Mar. Thurs. lecture: Consumer culture as unifying force 

Film clip: “The Longest Night in Shanghai” dir. Zhang Yibai (2007) 
 
31 Mar. Mon. lecture: Culture and globalization 
 Reading: Steger, Globalization, chap. 5 “The cultural dimension of 

globalization,” pp. 74-86. 
  
[2 Apr.] NO Wed. recitation section. 
 
3 Apr.  Thurs. lecture: regional circulations of pop culture in East Asia. 

Reading: Nissim Kadosh Otmazgin, “Japanese Popular Culture in East and 
Southeast Asia: Time for a Regional Paradigm?” japanfocus.org #2660 
(2008) 11 pp. 

 
7 Apr. Mon. lecture: cultural hybridization and symbolic value 
 Reading: Matthew Allen & Rumi Sakamoto, “Sushi reverses course: 

consuming American sushi in Tokyo” japanfocus.org #3481 (2011) 12 pp. 
 
 9 Apr. Wed. recitation section on Chap. 5. Discussion sheet due: “Is 

globalization making us all alike?” Steger, chap. 5 “The cultural 
dimension of globalization,” Otmazgin, “Japanese Popular Culture in East 
and Southeast Asia,” and Allen & Sakamoto, “Sushi reverses course.”  
 

Chapter 6: “What’s the best way to meet East Asia’s energy needs?” 
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10 Apr. Thurs. lecture: Peaceful use of nuclear power versus nuclear weapons. 
Film clip: BBC History of WW2 “Hiroshima” (2005) 

 
14 Apr.  Mon. lecture: Environment and globalization. 
 Reading: Steger, Globalization, chap. 6 “The ecological dimension of 

globalization,” pp. 87-102. 
 
[16 Apr.] NO Wed. recitation section. 
 
17 Apr. Thurs. lecture: Environmental pollution and nuclear power. 

Reading: Adam Broinowski, “Fukushima: Life and the transnationality of 
radioactive contamination,” japanfocus.org. #4009 (2013) 13 pp. 
 

21 Apr. Mon. lecture: Natural resources and their limits. 
Reading: Kenneth Pomeranz, “The Great Himalayan Watershed: Water 
shortages, mega-projects, and environmental politics in China, India, and 
Southeast Asia,” japanfocus.org #3195 (2009) 15 pp. 

   
23 Apr. Wed. recitation section on Chap. 6. Discussion sheet due: “What’s the 

best way to meet East Asia’s energy needs?” Steger, chap. 6 “The 
ecological dimension of globalization,” Broinowski, “Fukushima,” and 
Pomeranz, “The Great Himalayan Watershed.” 

 
Chapter 7 & 8: “Market Globalism, Global Governance: cures for E. Asian crises?” 
 
24 Apr. Thurs. lecture: Ideologies of globalization. 
 Reading: Steger, Globalization, chap. 7 “Ideologies of globalization: 

market globalism, justice globalism, religious globalisms,” pp. 103-130. 
 
28 Apr. Mon. lecture: Communism, democracy, and the nation in global East Asia. 

Reading: Yi Mu and Mark V. Thompson, Crisis at Tiananmen: Part 2 
“June 4 People’s Army against the People,” pp. 77-106. PDF 

 
[30 Apr.] NO Wed. recitation section. 
 
1 May  Thurs. lecture: Globalization in East Asia’s future. 

Reading: Steger, Globalization, chap. 8 “Global crises and the future of 
globalization,” pp. 131-137. 

 
5 May  Mon. lecture: Can global governance preserve peace? 

Reading: Mel Gurtov, “The Uncertain Future of a ‘New Type’ of US-
China Relationship,” japanfocus.org #4052 (2013) 6 pp. 

 
9 May Fri. Final paper due by 4:00 PM in designated drop box in Asian 

Languages and Cultures department office, Scott Hall Rm. 330.  
 



-7- 

 
Discussion Sheet Guidelines 
 A 1½ -2 page, double-spaced discussion sheet is due in Wed. recitation section on 
the chapter being studied on the dates indicated in the syllabus. It is your opportunity to 
answer the question posed in the syllabus for each chapter. You should include 
information from Steger’s chapter, other assigned readings, and lecture or film whenever 
possible. 
 You will submit a total of six discussion sheets, each worth 10%, and equivalent 
to 60% of your final grade in the course. Students must lead discussion in one recitation 
section during the semester. Discussion leaders automatically earn full points (10%) for 
the assignment. 

Discussion sheets will be graded on the following basis: you must submit it “on 
time” at the beginning of recitation section (2%); you must include information from 
Steger’s chapter, other assigned readings, and lecture or film whenever possible (6%) and 
you must show an accurate grasp of content (2%). You will lose points on the discussion 
sheet if it is deficient in any of these areas.  

Students absent from recitation will receive credit for the assignment, minus the 
“on time” points (2%). Late discussion sheets will automatically lose the “on time” points 
(2%) if it is submitted to your TA at the next class. An additional 2 points will be 
deducted for each lecture day the discussion sheet is late, but no assignments will be 
accepted after the next recitation section unless you make arrangements with your TA in 
advance.  
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