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098:322 Fall 2011
Interdisciplinary Topics in East Asia 

W3 (11:30-12:50 p.m); F4 (1:10- 2:30 p.m) 
Murray Hall 113

Instructor: Xin Ning

Office: Scott Hall 331
Office Hours: 1:30-2:30 pm, W or by appointment
E-mail: xnxn77@hotmail.com; xinning@rci.rutgers.edu

Description: This course is an interdisciplinary introduction to the histories, societies and cultures of East Asia. We are going to discuss, among other things, the formation of East Asia as a geographic, cultural, and political entity; the confrontation of Chinese and Japanese traditions with Western technology and the modernization of East Asian countries; the heritage of Confucianism in modern East Asia; the emergence of modern nation-state in East Asia; the achievements and potential crises of contemporary East Asian economy; the rise of urban culture and modern urban landscape; the emergence of civil society and the conflict between civil society and state, etc. This course deals with East Asian civilization in both the traditional and the modern eras, but the focus lies in the modern period (late 19th, 20th and 21st centuries). 

Owing to the limit of time, not all the aforementioned topics can be fully developed and discussed during the semester. For this term’s class, we are going to focus on the following topics: The formation of modern nation-states in East Asia; the patterns of economic development of major East Asian countries, especially Japan and China; modern urban landscape; the rise of civil society in East Asia. 

Students are required to finish a mid-term paper (5-7 pages), a final paper (10 -12 pages), and another three short reading notes (1-2 pages) during the semester, plus an in-class presentation. There are no regular exams for this class but may be quizzes without warning. 
Required Reading materials: 

Borthwick, Mark. Pacific Century: The Emergence of Modern Asia. 3rd. Ed. Boulder: Westview   

     Press, 1998. 

All the other required reading materials will be uploaded to the sakai.rutgers.edu website. 

Grading Policy: 
Attendance and Participation: 10% (Note: three UNEXCUSED absences will lead to F)

Three Notes: 15%

In-class Presentation: 15%

Mid-term Paper: 20%

Final Paper: 30%

Quizzes: 10%

Schedule: 

Week 1: A Survey of East: Past and Present (I)
09/02: General Introduction
Week 2: A Survey of East: Past and Present (II)
09/07: Borthwick, Chapter 1 
09/09: Borthwick, Chapter 3 
Week 3: A Survey of East: Past and Present (III)

09/14: Borthwick, Chapter 4, esp. 162-201; Chapter 6
09/16: Borthwick, Chapters 6 (continued) & 8 
Week 4: The Role of Confucianism in East Asia: A Drawback or Stimulus? (I)

09/21: Selections from The Analects; Tu Wei-ming, 38-71; 92-112                 
09/23: Tu, 113-154; Deadline of the First Reading Note
Week 5: The Role of Confucianism in East Asia: A Drawback or Stimulus? (II)

09/28: Tu, 175-186; 187-227
09/30: Tu, 244-258; 259-276; Barr, 157-174
Week 6: East Asian Capitalism: (I) 
10/05: Borthwick: Chapter 7
10/07: Borthwick, Chapter 10 (403-456)

Week 7: East Asian Capitalism: (II)
10/12: Kim and Lim, 35-70; 93-102 
10/14: Kim & Lim, 127-174
Week 8: East Asian Cities: Modern, Post-modern and Beyond (I)
10/19: Rowe, 1-44; Deadline of the Second Reading Note 
10/21: Rowe, 45-92
Week 9: East Asian Cities: Modern, Post-modern and Beyond (II)  
10/26: Rowe, 93-157
10/28: Rowe, 158-200; Deadline of the Mid-term Paper
Week 10: Nationalism, State-making and Modernization in East Asia (I)
11/02: Grosby, Nationalism, A Very Short Introduction. 
11/04: Gellner, Nations and Nationalism, 1-84. 
Week 11: Nationalism, State-making and Modernization in East Asia (II)
11/09: Gellner, Nations and Nationalism, 85-136.

11/11: Boyd and Ngo, 1-34
Week 12: Nationalism, State-making and Modernization in East Asia (III)
11/16: Boyd and Ngo, 35-90
11/18: Boyd and Ngo, 91-126
Week 13: Civil Society: General Theory and East Asian Case (I)
11/21 (Monday): Edwards, Chapter 1 (1-17); Weller, 1-19
11/23: Thanksgiving Recess
11/25: Thanksgiving Recess 
Week 14: Civil Society: General Theory and East Asian Case (IV)
11/30: Edwards, Chapters 2-5 (18 -106); Weller, 20-95
12/02: In-class Presentation Deadline of the Third Reading Note
Week 15: Conclusion and In-class Presentation 
12/07: In-class Presentation
12/09: In-class Presentation; Conclusion; Deadline of the Final Paper
Selected Bibliography of East Asian Studies (more titles to be added)

Barnes, Gina L. China, Korea and Japan: The Rise of Civilization in East Asia. London: Thames 

and Hudson, 1993. 

Barr, Michael D. Cultural Politics and Asian Values: The Tepid War. London and New York: 

     Routledge, 2002. 

Borthwick, Mark. Pacific Century: The Emergence of Modern Asia. 2nd. Ed. Boulder: Westview   

     Press, 1998. 

Boyd, Richard and Tak-wing Ngo, ed. State Making in Asia. London: Routledge, 2006. 

Bunker, Stephen G. and Paul S. Ciccantell. East Asia and the Global Economy: Japan’s Ascent, 
     with Implications for China’s Future. Baltimore: The johns Hopkins UP, 2007. 

Cho, Lee-Jay and Motō Yada, ed. Tradition and Change in Asian Family. Honolulu, East-West 

     Center, 1994. 

De Bary, Wm. Theodore, ed. Sources of East Asian Tradition. Vol. 1: Premodern Asia. New 

     York: Columbia UP, 2008. 

---, ed. Sources of East Asian Tradition. Vol. 2.  New York: Columbia UP, 2008. 

Edwards, Michael. Civil Society. 2nd ed. Cambridge: Polity Press, 2009. 

Gellner, Ernest. Nations and Nationalism. 2nd ed. Ithaca: Cornell UP, 1983. 

Gomez, Edmund Terence, ed. Political Business in East Asia. London and New York: Routledge, 

     2002. 

Grosby, Steven. Nationalism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2005. 
Hamashita, Takeshi. China, East Asia and the Global Economy. Ed. Linda Grove and Mark 

     Selden. London: Routledge, 2008. 

Howell, Jude and Jenny Pearce. Civil Society and Development: A Critical Exploration. Boulder: 

     Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2001. 

Kerr, Douglass and Julia Kuehn, ed. A Century of travels in China: Critical Essays on Travel 
     Writing from the 1840s to the 1940s. Hong Kong: Hong Kong UP, 2007. 

Kim, Kyong-Dong and Hyun-Chin Lim, ed. East Meets West: Civilizational Encounters and the 
     Spirit of Capitalism in East Asia. Leiden: Brill, 2007. 

Kolb, Albert. East Asia: China, Japan, Korea, Vietnam, Geography of A Cultural Region. Trans. C. A. M. Sym. ---: Methuen, 1971 [1963]. (First published in Heidelberg by Quelle & Meyer, 1963)
Li Shi and Hiroshi Sato, ed. Unemployment, Inequality and Poverty in Urban China. London and 

     New York: Routledge, 2006. 

Macfarlane, Alan and Iris Macfarlane. The Empire of Tea: The Remarkable History of the Plant 
     that Took Over the World. Woodstock and New York: The Overlook Press, 2004. 

Mason, Colin. A Short History of Asia: Stone Age to 2000 AD. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 

     2000. 

May, Richard, Jr., ed. The Urbanization Revolution: Planning a New Agenda for Human 
     Settlements. New York: Plenum Press, 1989. 

Murphey, Rhoads. East Asia: A New History. New York: Longman, 1997. 

Pitelka, Morgan, ed. Japanese Tea Culture: Art, History, and Practice. London and New York: 

     RoutledgeCurzon, 2003. 

Quah, Stella R. Families in Asia: Home and Kin. 2nd. Ed. London and New York: Routledge, 

     2008. 

Rowe, Peter G. East Asian Modern: Shaping the Contemporary City. London: Reaktion Books, 

     2005. 

Ryan, Michael, ed. Cultural Studies: An Anthology. Maldon, MA: Blackwell Publishing, 2008.

Schirokauer, Conrad and Donald N. Clark. Modern East Asia: A Brief History. 2nd. Ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2008.

Stark, Miriam T. Ed. Archaeology of Asia. Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2006. 

Tanaka, Sen’ō and Sendō Tanaka. The Tea Ceremony. Tokyo: Kodansha International, 2000. 

Tu Wei-ming, ed. Confucian Traditions in East Asian Modernity: Moral Education and 
     Economic Culture in Japan and the Four Mini-Dragons. Cambridge and London: Harvard  

     UP, 1996. 

Vick, Tom. Asian Cinema: A Field Guide. New York: HarperCollins, 2007.
Wang, Zhengwu. Democratization in Confucian Asia: Citizen Politics in China, Japan, 
     Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, and Vietnam. Youngstown, New York: Cambria Press, 

     2008. 

Weller, Robert P., ed. Civil Life, Globalization, and Political Change in Asia: Organizing 
     Between Family and State. London and New York: Routledge, 2005. 

Xu Dixin and Wu Chengming, ed. Chinese Capitalism, 1522-1840. Houndwills and London: 

     MacMillan Press, 2000. 

Yusuf, Shahid and Kaoru Nabeshima. Postindustrial East Asian Cities: Innovation for Growth. 

     Washington DC: Stanford UP and World Bank, 2006. 

Zhao Yuezhi. Communication in China: Political Economy, Power, and Conflict. Lanham: 

     Rowman & Littlefield, 2008. 

