574:210 Introduction to Korean Culture, History and Society
Fall 2010
MW 1:10-2:30 PM
Scott 102
Professor Suzy Kim
Email: suzykim@rci.rutgers.edu

Office: Scott Hall 336

Office Hours: M 3:00-5:00 PM & by appointment

Course Description

Incorporating feature films, documentaries, novels, and original sources in translation, this introductory course provides an overview of Korean culture and history with an emphasis on the major changes and continuities in Korea in the modern period (1876 to the present).  We will explore particular themes relevant to understanding Korea such as Confucianism, modernization, colonialism, nationalism, industrialization, democratization, gender relations, US-Korea relations, and popular culture in contemporary Korea.

Course Goals
· Understanding of Korean culture and history, leading to critical reflection on contemporary issues surrounding the peninsula.

· Ability to read and interpret texts as historical sources for the past and the present, i.e. understand the difference between primary and secondary sources.
· Ability to write using texts to make persuasive arguments, written clearly and concisely.

Core Curriculum Learning Goals Met by this Course: 
II.B.h: Social Science & History – Understand the bases and development of human and societal endeavors across time and place.
II.B1.k: Historical Analysis – Explain the development of some aspect of a society or culture over time, including the history of ideas or history of science.
II.C.o: Examine critically philosophical and other theoretical issues concerning the nature of reality, human experience, knowledge, value, and/or cultural production.

Department Learning Goals Met by this Course:
Acquire in-depth knowledge of at least one East Asian language (Chinese, Japanese, or Korean) and the literature and culture of one or more of these countries; effectively use tools (reference works, etc.) and technology appropriate to learning an East Asian language; and analyze issues concerning East Asia and relate them to other areas in the humanities and social sciences following an interdisciplinary approach.
Course Structure

Classes will include combinations of lectures, slides, films, and discussions.  Each week, you are responsible for submitting written responses (1-2 paragraphs) no later than 3:00 AM the day of class, which should lay out your critical understanding and analysis of the readings, and 1-2 questions or issues that you would like to raise for discussion.  You should be prepared to present these in class to facilitate discussion.  During some weeks, you will create wiki entries based on the reading and additional research.  We will also spend some weeks playing a role-playing game, which requires the writing of “memorials.”  More detailed directions will be given out before these particular assignments.
Requirements & Grade Distribution
Class Attendance & Participation 10%

Weekly Written Responses (including Wiki entries & role-playing game) 35%

Mid-term Essay (3-4 double-spaced pages, 12 pt) 25%

Final Paper (5-6 double-spaced pages, 12 pt) 30%
Course Policy

· Plagiarism: All written work should be composed in the student’s own words and the ideas of others should be properly cited.  It is the responsibility of all students to know and adhere to the university’s policy on plagiarism.  If you have any questions concerning this policy or about documentation of sources in work you produce in this course, feel free to ask me.
· Assignments: All reading and written assignments are required and should be done before class.  Late assignments will be deducted a full letter grade for each late day (i.e. A to a B, B to a C…).
· Attendance: Regular class attendance is mandatory.  More than 4 absences can result in a failing grade for the course.
· Gadgets: All communication devices must be turned off for the duration of the class, and laptops may be used only to take notes.
· Disabilities: Students with disabilities who are seeking consideration for services or accommodations should immediately contact the Office of Disability Services at (732) 932-2848, 151 College Ave.
· Final note: This syllabus may be modified throughout the semester, and it is the responsibility of each student to keep up to date of any and all announcements made in class.
Required Texts (Additional readings online marked with an asterisk*)
· Bruce Cumings, Korea’s Place in the Sun: A Modern History (Norton, 2005)
· Peter Lee et al., ed. Sources of Korean Tradition: Volume Two: From the Sixteenth to the Twentieth Centuries (Columbia Univ. Press, 2001) (hereafter, SKT II)
· Wan-Suh Park, A Sketch of the Fading Sun (White Pine Press, 1999)

Class Schedule

Week 1:  Introduction

9/1
Class Overview
· Cumings, Preface (7-14)
Week 2:  Politics of History

9/8
Foundation Myths
· Hyung Il Pai, Constructing ‘Korean’ Origins, Formation of Korean Identity (1-21)*

Week 3:  When Korea became Korea

9/13
Fall of Koryo & Rise of Choson
· Cumings, Chapter 1 (19-85)

· In-Class: Ch’unhyang
9/15
Gender
· Martina Deuchler, “Women during the Yi Dynasty” in Virtues in Conflict: Tradition and the Korean Woman Today, ed. Sandra Mattielli (Royal Asiatic Society, 1977):1-47*
Week 4:  Culture & Politics of Confucianism [Game Begins]

9/20
Politics
· Cumings, Chapter 2 (86-138)


9/22
Culture
· SKT II, Chapter 20: Politics (12-33); Chapter 21: Education (46-69); Chapter 24: Society (143-180)

Week 5:  Encounters with the West

9/27
Foreign Incursions
· SKT II, Chapter 23 (117-142); Chapters 27 (207-226)
9/29
Korea Responds  
· SKT II, Chapters 28-30 (227-276)

Week 6:  Modern Political Visions

10/4
Patriotic Enlightenment
· SKT II, Chapter 31-32 (277-314)
10/6
Final Deliberations [Game Ends – Midterm Due]
· Final “Memorial” Due as Midterm
Week 7:  Japanese Colonialism

10/11
Colonial Modernization
· Cumings, Chapter 3 (139-184) 
10/13
Gender & Colonialism
· Park Wan-Suh, Momma’s Stake 1 in Sketch of the Fading Sun (94-137)

Week 8:  Movements for Independence

10/18
Resistance
· SKT II, Chapters 33-35 (315-366)
10/20
Accommodation
· Hyunah Yang, “Remembering the Korean Military Comfort Women: Nationalism, Sexuality, and Silencing,” in Dangerous Women (p. 123-139)*
· In-Class:  Korean Comfort Women
Week 9:  Liberation and Division

10/25
People’s Committees
· Cumings, Chapter 4 (185-236)
10/27
Revolution Aborted
· SKT II, 367-369 (Liberation, Division), 382-392 (Constitution; Syngman Rhee; Kim Ku)
· In-Class:  Unknown War
Week 10:  Civil War

11/1
Origins of the Korean War
· Cumings, Chapter 5 (237-298)
· In-Class:  Unknown War
11/3
Forgotten War
· Park Wan-Suh, Momma’s Stake 2 & 3 in Sketch of the Fading Sun (138-199)

Week 11:  Development & Industrialization

11/8
“Miracle” on the Han?
· Cumings, Chapter 6 (299-341)
· SKT II, 370-373 (Politics and Economy in South Korea), 395-399 (Park Chung Hee and Economic Development in South Korea)

11/10 
Class Conflict
· Park Wan-Suh, Poverty that is Stolen in Sketch of the Fading Sun (58-72)
Week 12:  Resistance

11/15
Democratic Uprisings
· Cumings, Chapter 7 (342-403)

11/17
Minjung Movement
· SKT II, 393-394 (Students) 400-410 (Kim Chiha), 431-452 (Kim Dae Jung)

Week 13:  North Korea

11/22
Corporatism
· Cumings, Chapter 8 (404-447)

Week 14:  North Korea


11/29
State of Mind
· SKT II, 419-424 (Kim Il Sung, Juche)

· In-Class: A State of Mind

12/1
Women in North Korea
· Jon Halliday, “Women in North Korea: An Interview with the Korean Democratic Women’s Union,” Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars 17, no. 3 (1985): 46-56*
· Kyung Ae Park, “Women and Revolution in North Korea,” Pacific Affairs 65, no. 4 (Winter 1992-1993): 527-45*
Week 15:  Future of Korea

12/6
US-Korea Relations 
· Cumings, Chapter 9 (448-469)

· In-Class: Wet Sands

12/8
Reunification
· Cumings, Chapter 10 (470-513)

· SKT II, 425-430 (North-South Relations)

Week 16:  Final Class

12/13
Review & Evaluations
FINAL: TBA
GUIDE TO CRITICAL READING

Whenever you read a text you should ask yourself the following questions.

1. Is the text a primary or a secondary source?

· In important ways you read the two types of text differently.

2. What was the author’s basic intent in writing it?

· PRIMARY: What interests was the author attempting to advance / defend / critique / oppose?  Put another way, what “discourse” was s/he taking part in?

· SECONDARY: What position is the author staking out?  What earlier scholarly consensus is s/he agreeing or disagreeing with?

3. What initial questions does the author pose?

4. Why are answers to those questions important?

5. What is the author’s central argument and how forcefully is it stated?

6. What types of evidence does the author employ to support his/her argument?

7. Does the author’s argument rest on any unarticulated (and thus undefended) assumptions?

8. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the author’s argument?

9. Are you persuaded – do you agree with the author’s argument?  Why, or why not?

GUIDE TO WRITTEN RESPONSES
Post your response on Sakai under Discussions for the corresponding week, including the following components:
· Do NOT summarize, but demonstrate that you did the reading by engaging with some of the main themes and issues that you found interesting and/or problematic.  In other words, share your comments, critiques and reactions by addressing:

· What are the main arguments / points of the reading you found interesting?

· Are there any problems with the arguments, and if so, what are they?
· Posit one or two questions or issues you would like to raise for discussion.

· Identify terms, concepts or words that you did not understand (even after using a dictionary) and would like to go over in class.
GRADING
The grading for this course is designed to evaluate student mastery of the course goals, focusing on Korean culture and history that would be relevant to understanding contemporary Korea.  The assignments require students to read and interpret texts as historical sources for the past and present, differentiating between primary and secondary sources.  Assignments also require students to write intensively, focusing on constructing effective arguments using texts as evidence.  Upon completion of the course, students will be able to communicate verbally and in writing a basic understanding of Korean culture and history, which will be assessed using the following assessment grid.
WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS ASSESSMENT GRID
	
	A: Great
	B: Good
	C: Okay
	D: Poor
	F: Fail

	Structure & Organization
Clear introduction, thesis, argument & conclusion
	
	
	
	
	

	Argument & Content

Thesis supported by evidence; convincing arguments made with credible evidence and refutation of counterarguments
	
	
	
	
	

	Language
Use of clear sentences, good wording, strong voice
	
	
	
	
	

	Mechanics
Spelling, grammar, citation
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