 Korean Language in Culture and Society (574-250) Fall 2010

TTh 4: 1:10-2:30/ Murray 213
Instructor: Prof. Young-mee Yu Cho (yucho@rci.rutgers.edu)

Office Hours: Tuesday 12-1 & by appointment

Office: Scott Hall 339 (932-5603)

Textbooks:  

Korean Language in Culture and Society. Ed. H. Sohn . 2006. 

A Concise History of Modern Korea. M. Seth. 2010
Course Description

This is a survey course of Korean language in relation to its culture and society. As an important window through which one understands the culture and society of the people who use it, language reflects people’s social-cultural behaviors, attitudes, thoughts and world-views. The topics include language of emotion, kinship terminology, language and gender, proverbs, metaphors, structure of folk narratives, different forms of diglossia, communication styles, politeness, and the cultural background and cultural implication of Korean writing system. 

Core Curriculum Learning Goal Met by this Course: 
II.B.h: Social Science & History – Understand the bases and development of human and societal endeavors across time and place.
II.C.o: Examine critically philosophical and other theoretical issues concerning the nature of reality, human experience, knowledge, value, and/or cultural production.
II.C.q: Understand the nature of human languages and their speakers



Department Learning Goals Met by this Course:
Acquire in-depth knowledge of at least one East Asian language (Chinese, Japanese, or Korean) and the literature and culture of one or more of these countries; effectively use tools (reference works, etc.) and technology appropriate to learning an East Asian language; and analyze issues concerning East Asia and relate them to other areas in the humanities and social sciences following an interdisciplinary approach.
	Tues.


	Thurs.   9/2
Introduction

	9/7
Language in Society 
	9/9
Language in Society

	9/14

Characteristics of Korean
	9/16
Characteristics of Korean

	9/21

Diglossia in Korean
	9/23

Korean language in premodern times

	9/28

Korean Alphabet
	9/30

Midterm 1

	10/5

Korean lg in the 20th C
	10/7

Korean lg in the 20th C

	10/12

Two Koreas and language divergences
	10/14

Guest lecture on Korean literature

	10/19

Sound Symbolism in Korean
	10/21

 Literary language

	10/26

 Advertisement
	 10/28

Advertisement

	11/2

Kinship terms, names
	 11/4
Politeness strategies

	11/9
Individual meetings
	 11/11

 Individual meetings

	11/16
Globalization and the lg
	 11/18

 Midterm 2

	11/23

Take-home exam
	11/25

Thanksgiving Recess

	12/30

 Presentations
	12/2

Presentations

	12/7

 Presentations
	12/9

Presentations


Evaluation:

Midterms: 20 x 2 = 40 % 
Quizzes: 10%
Homework: 20 %



Presentations and Final Paper: 20 % (paper due May 5, 2010) 

Attendance and Class Participation: 10%

Class Policy:

1. No make-up (or late homework) will be permitted.

2. With 5 absences, you will fail the class. 
 ----------------------------------------------------------------
Week 1:
 Fromkin and Rodman (1998) An Introduction to Language: 

      

Chapter 1 (What is language?) 

Seth: Introduction (2006), Introduction (2010)

Week 2: Language in Society

Fromkin and Rodman (1998) An Introduction to Language: 

      

Chapter 10 (Language in Society)  

Week 3: Characteristics of Korean 



Sohn 
 
Korean Language in Culture and Society





Chapter 1 (Introduction) in Sohn (2006)



National Standards for Korean Language Education: Introduction

Cho (2001)  
“Korean” in Garry and Rubino (eds.) Facts About World’s Languages: An Encyclopedia of the World’s Major Languages, Past and Present. 
Seth (2010)
Chapter 1 (Korea, 1876-1910), Chapter 2 (Colonial Korea, 1910-1945)

Week 4: Diglossia in Korean Tradition

Cho (2002), “Diglossia in Korean Language and Literature: A Historical Perspective.” 

                   Spring. East Asia:  An International Quarterly.  3-23.

Sohn,  Chapter 4
“Korean in Contact with Chinese” 

Ramsey,  Chapter 5 “Korean in Contact with Japanese” in Sohn (2006)

Weeks 5 & 6: 
Two Koreas and Language Divergences

Yeon, Chapter 3  “’Standard Language and ‘Cultured Language’” in Sohn (2006)



R. King (1997) “ Language, Politics and Ideology in Post-War Koreas”  Korea Briefing. 

109-144. 



Seth (2010) Chapter 3: Division and War 1945-1953, Chapter 4: North Korea, 1953-1997

Week 7: Korean Alphabet



Ramsey  Chapter 2 “The Invention and Use of the Korean Alphabet” in Sohn (2006)



Lee and Ramsey (2000) “Korean Writing” in The Korean Language. SUNY Press. 



MBC Documentary. “Hangeul: The Great Invention”

Week 8: Sound Symbolism, Puns and Literary Language



Cho  
Chapter 6 “Sound Symbolism in Korean” in Sohn (2006)



Lee and Scarcella  (1992)  "Building Upon Korean Writing Practices: Genres, Values, 

and Beliefs" in F. Dubin and N.A, Kuhlman (eds.) Cross-Cultural Literacy. 143-161

Seth (2010) Chapters 5 & 6: South Korea, 1953-1997

Week 9:  Korean Names, Kinship Terms

Y. Yu (1991) "My Names" Arirang, Winter. Seoul, Korea.
King (2006) Chapter 9 “Korean Kinship Terminology”  in Sohn (2006)
M. Sung (1981)  “Chinese Personal Naming" in Journal of Chinese Language 

Teachers Association. 16.2: 67-90. 

M. Kim (1999) "Cross-adoption of language between different genders: the case of 

the Korean kinship terms hyeng and enni.”  Proceedings of the Fifth Women and

 Language Conference. 

Week 10: Rhetorical Differences & Politeness Strategies



Robert Kaplan (1967) "Cultural Thought Patterns in Inter-Cultural Education"  

in H.B. Allen and R.N. Campbell (eds.) Teaching English as a Second Language. 294-309.

Y. Park, Chapter 14“Politeness in Conversation in Korean” in Sohn (2006)

H. Wang, Chap 17  “Gender Differences in Korean Politeness Strategies” in Sohn (2006) 

Week 11: Advertisements and Television Ads



Cho and Ling, Chapter 18  “Advertisements in Korean” in Sohn (2006)



S. Strauss, Chapter 19 “The Television Ad as a Reflection of Culture: The Case of

  Korea, Japan, and the United States” in Sohn (2006)



Documentary “Asian Television Ads”

Week 12: Globalization and the Korean Language



R. King (2007) “Globalization and the Future of the Korean Language” 



Film  (2003)  “Teach Me English” 



Documentary  “Multilingual  Hong Kong”



Documentary  “Tongue-Tied” 



Seth (2010): Chapter 7: North Korea in Recent Years, 

     Chapter 8: South Korea in Recent Years

Nelson (2006): Is ‘Korean’ an Ephemeral Quality?  

Anthropological Perspectives on Korean Social and Cultural Dynamism

 

Assessment Plan

The assessment methods for this course are designed to evaluate student mastery of the course goals, focusing on understanding Korean language and culture that would be relevant to understanding contemporary Korea.  The assignments require students to read and interpret texts related to a variety of sociolinguistic issues on the Korean language. Upon completion of the course, students will be able to communicate verbally and in writing a basic understanding of Korean language and culture, which will be assessed using the following assessment grids.

EXAM ASSESSMENT  

The exam will focus on assessing student mastery of basic concepts covered in lectures and readings. Exams will consist of concept mapping tasks, short answer, short essay and true-false types of questions.  Two mid-term assessment will cover the following topics:

1. The Nature of language

2. Characteristics of the Korean Language

3. Language in Social Context

4. Sociolinguistic Innovations

5. Cultural Terms and Figurative Expressions

6. Linguistic Etiquette

7. Korea in the Media

8. History of Modern Korea (Colonial Korea, Division and War, North Korea, South Korea)

ORAL PRESENTATION ASSESSMENT GRID
	
	Excellent
	Satisfactory
	Unsatisfactory

	Structure & Organization – introductions, thesis, transitions, internal summaries, and formal conclusions; use of concise, clear sentences
	
	
	

	Argument & Content – convincing arguments and credible evidence
	
	
	

	Delivery – good speech delivered in a smooth and confident manner, maintaining eye contact and connecting with the audience


	
	
	


WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS ASSESSMENT GRID
	
	A: Great
	B: Good
	C: Okay
	D: Poor
	F: Fail

	Structure & Organization
Clear introduction, thesis, argument & conclusion
	
	
	
	
	

	Argument & Content

Thesis supported by evidence; convincing arguments made with credible evidence and refutation of counterarguments
	
	
	
	
	

	Language
Use of clear sentences, good wording, strong voice
	
	
	
	
	

	Mechanics
Spelling, grammar, citation
	
	
	
	
	


